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Irving Park Historical Society’s 

 
 

Tier II – Residential Research Grant Program 
 
Objective: 
The Irving Park Historical Society awards research grants to residents of Old Irving 
Park who own an IPHS Century House, which is defined as a house within the 
confines of Old Irving Park that is over 100 years old.   
 
The purpose of this program is to aid homeowners to research the origin and 
history of their Century house, with the intent of preservation, to broaden the 
public’s knowledge of a historic property, to document and contribute to the rich 
historical nature of Old Irving Park, and to encourage the homeowner to preserve 
the property during renovation. 
     
All applications must be submitted by March 15 to be considered for this year’s 
grant. 
 
Research grants are awarded on a fiscal year basis and this funding must be used 
during that fiscal year.  Upon completion of the research, a copy of the findings will 
be presented to the homeowner and a copy placed into the IPHS archives.  The 
homeowner will also receive a plaque designating the year of construction.  The 
homeowner must agree to display this plaque so that it can be seen from the street. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 - Tier II plaque, 9" Wide x 6" Tall 



IPHS Century House – Tier II Research Grant Program 
 

Program Details:  
 The House to be researched must have already been designated an IPHS Tier 

I - Century House, and abiding by the Agreement as part of that program. 
 The homeowner must be a member of good standing of the IPHS.  If not a 

member, a15$ fee (payable to IPHS) will be required to submit the 
application. 

 Applicant must make a formal application (forms to be provided in print and 
online format).   

 Applicant must be the owner of the property that is to be researched. 
 Property must reside in the confines of Old Irving Park – Bordered by 

Addison to the south, Montrose to the North, Pulaski to the east and Kolmar 
to the West.  

 A maximum of 2 grants per year will be awarded.  
 Research companies pre-approved by the board will conduct research. 
 Grants will be paid directly to the research company. 
 Grants are awarded on a one-time basis.   
 Results of the research will be returned to the IPHS (copy will be made for 

the applicant) for inclusion in the IPHS archives, with the rights to use the 
information as it sees fit.  

 IPHS reserves the right to revoke the privilege to display the plaque at any 
time for any reason that the Board of Directors sees fit.   

 
Frequently Asked Questions:  

 Question:  If I put a plaque on my house does this mean I can no longer 
renovate or change anything on my house? 

o Answer:  The Century House Program is a local Irving Park Historical 
Society designation and in no way prohibits you from renovating or 
changing your house.  This Program IS NOT affiliated in any way to  
National or Chicago Landmark programs.  With that said, we would 
like to you consider renovating in such a way as to preserve or restore 
historic characteristics of your property!   

 
Application Procedures: 
Applicants can find a copy of this application package on the IPHS web site 
(www.iphsonline.com) or may request a printed one by calling the IPHS at 773-777-
2750.  This form must be completed in entirety and submitted for consideration to 
the IPHS board per the instructions. 
 
The Grant will be awarded by the president of the IPHS based on the 
recommendations of the IPHS Board of Directors.  
 
Applicants will be notified in writing of the results upon review of their application.  
Public announcements of the grant recipients will be made at the June IPHS meeting. 
 
Applications not chosen can resubmit applications again the following year for 
consideration. 

http://www.iphsonline.com/


IPHS Century House – Tier II Research Grant Program 
 
Evaluation Criteria 
Submissions of applications will be reviewed by the IPHS Board and chosen based 
on subjective analysis of historical value to the neighborhood, preservation need, 
and a desire to educate the public about its historic value.   



IPHS Century House – Tier II Research Grant Program 
 

Tier II   Research Grant APPLICATION FORM 
Application must be received by March 15th 

 
 
Name of Homeowner / Applicant:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Research Property Candidate Information: 
 
IPHS Century House Registration Number: ______________________________________ 
 
Address of Property: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Illinois Property Identification Number (PIN): ___________________________________________ 
 
Year house was built: _________________   Source of this information: _____________________ 
 
Description of the property: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please Describe the Architectural Style of the house (if known): _______________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Architect or Builder (if known): ___________________________________________________________ 
 



IPHS Century House – Tier II Research Grant Program 
(Please attach additional pages if necessary) 
 
General Narrative about what you believe to be the history of the house: _____________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
General Narrative about why you want to have the house researched: ________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please include a copy of a recent photo: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submissions must be received by March 15th 
Please mail them to: 
 
IRVING PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
ATTN: Century House Research Grant Program 
3801 N. Keeler Ave 
Chicago, IL 60641 
 


